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Description of Recommended Task

Inspect gutters and downspouts (use binoculars), clean out debris and reseal any 
damaged seams with appropriate caulk.
Add extensions to downspout. It is recommended 4 to 5 feet in order to divert water away 
from the foundation.
Inspect the roof for any issues (use binoculars).
Inspect windows for missing glazing.
Caulk around the outside of windows and doors.
Add weather stripping to windows and doors.
Replace burned out light bulbs in exterior lights.
Add door sweeps to exterior doors to keep out drafts.
Inspect window panes and replace any broken glass.
Inspect the chimney brick and cap (use binoculars), tuck point if necessary.
Inspect chimney and vent stack flashing (use binoculars), reseal/replace if necessary.
Inspect house foundation and garage, tuck point if necessary.
Remove window air conditioners.
Cover central air units.
Wash windows.

Home Winterization Checklist

Exterior
             **Note: The is an exhaustive list and not all tasks are applicable to each residence.**



Change out screens for storm windows, if applicable. For combination screen/storm 
windows, lower the storm window to keep out cold air.
Inspect for dormant insect nests and remove.
Scrap off loose paint, prime and touch up.
Restain and seal wood structures: fences, pergolas, arbors, decks.

Change batteries in smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, digital thermostats, car 
remote starters, flashlights and weather radios.
Inspect fireplaces, clean if needed.
Service the furnace or boiler.
Bleed the air from radiators when the boiler is fired up.
Vacuum under radiators or around heat registers.
Ensure cold air registers are open.
Change out furnace filters.
Inspect and clean out the dryer vent. 
Insulate where needed.
Ensure chimney dampers are closed when not in use.
Purchase candles and matches to be ready if the power would go out.

Pack away Spring and Summer wardrobe and bed linens, get out Fall and Winter items.
Pull out the refrigerator and stove, clean behind them.
Reverse the ceiling fans, the blades should move clockwise in order to create an updraft to 
push the hot air down.
Put away dehumidifiers and get out humidifiers, make sure to install new filters.

Interior



Test the sump pump to ensure it is working by adding water to the pit. Also ensure the pit 
is clean from any debris.
Check fire extinguishers and recharge them if needed.
Purchase appropriate entry rugs to protect floors due to winter conditions.
Purchase a boot tray to capture water from snowy footwear.
Deep clean the oven to be ready for holiday cooking.

Rake or mulch leaves.
Aerate and seed the yard, if needed.
Add soil to holes or low spots in the yard and seed.
Fertilize the yard.
Split wood or purchase fireplace wood.
Service the snow blower.
Find snow shovels, ice melt, sand, ice cleats and winter clothing.
Reseal any cracks in driveways.
Cut back flowers and bushes (late winter after bushes are dormant is the best time to 
prune).
Check for undesirable vegetation and trees, address as needed.
Trim any tree limbs which may be problematic if an ice storm occurs.
Disconnect and put away hoses from outside faucets.
Turn off the inside water supply valve to outside faucets. Check to ensure the inside valve 
holds by turning on the outside faucet to drain the line. If there is still water after a few 
minutes, the inside valve is leaking through should be replaced.
Drain the lawn water irrigation system.
Refill bird feeders and plug in heated bird baths.

Yard and Grounds



Inspect for rodent homes in the yard, under a porch and under the garage, address as 
needed.
Plant flower bulbs, trees and bushes.
Mulch around plants.
Clean up plants from the garden and till it under.
Clean out urns, planters, flower pots and bird baths. Store them in a freeze-proof area or 
cover them.
Run the lawn mower and garden tiller out of fuel or add stabilizer to a full tank and run for a 
few minutes to circulate.
Use the water from a rain barrel, disconnect it from the downspout and put back on the 
extension, or if there is downspout diverter, disconnect the tubing from the downspout and 
install the plug on the downspout. If possible, store the rain barrel and tubing inside. If the 
barrel will be left outside, turn it upside down or tarp it. The barrel may need to be weighted 
down or secured so it does not blow away. The tubing should be disconnected from the 
barrel and stored inside.
Wash the mower and clean off the grass build up. 
Service the snow blower and purchase fuel for it.
Plug in heated water bowls for pets who are kept in outside kennels and ensure they have 
adequate protection from winter conditions.
Clean up garden and yard tools, store them inside.
Clean the grill and store in the garage.
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