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President’s Message: A Look Back 

Dear Broadway residents, 
 

It has been an enormous privilege to serve as the president of the 
Broadway Historic District Association this year. I am very thankful for all 
of the involved residents, volunteers and board members who work so 
hard to make our neighborhood such a wonderful place to live. I am 
incredibly proud of the Broadway Historic District Association for being 
awarded the “Citizen of the Year” by the City of Rock Island in the 
Organization category last year. Our neighborhood beautification 
activities, monthly Cash Mobs to support local businesses, annual clean-
ups to keep our city beautiful and countless other neighborhood 
initiatives really set our neighborhood apart. It was nice to get recognized 
by our city officials for our efforts, but the real reward is being part of this 
amazing community. I have lived in Broadway for 12 years now and I 
can’t imagine a better neighborhood to call my home. Thank you all for 
being a part of making Broadway such a beautiful place to be! 
 
Sincerely, 
Bridget Ehrmann	

All Executive Board officer positions are open – President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer 

Board elections will be held October 17th at the monthly Board meeting, 904 23rd Street, 6:30 p.m. 

If you don’t wish to hold an office, but still want to make a difference in the neighborhood, please consider joining the 
Broadway Board. 

Upcoming Events 
9/14/19 
Saturday 
9:00 a.m. 

9/18/19 
Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. 

10/15/19 
Tuesday 
6:30 p.m. 

11/6/19 
Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. 

Fall Clean Up: Meet at 
904 23rd Street Breakfast 
provided 

Cash Mob @ Poor 
Boys Pizza: 4121 18th 
Avenue  

Cash Mob @ Igor’s Bistro: 
3055 38th Street  

Cash Mob @ Arthur’s 
Garden Delicatessen: 
3727 46th Avenue 

Upcoming Executive Board Elections 

9/28/19 
Saturday 
12 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 

Roktoberfest @ WAKE 
Brewing: 2529 5th Avenue 
(A portion of sales will be 
donated to the Broadway 
District) 



	

	

We Love Our New Broadway Banners!	

We hope you are enjoying the new decorative Broadway banners displayed around the neighborhood. Broadway 
received a $2500 grant from the Economic Growth Corporation of Rock Island in 2018, and the Board voted to use the 
money to purchase new street banners for the neighborhood. The banner designs were selected to showcase art glass 
windows from three spectacular Broadway Homes (the Potter House, the Connor-Parker House and the Young-Terry 
House). The decorative windows are one element that highlights the craftsmanship and historical significance of our 
neighborhood.  

Broadway also received a grant from the City of Rock Island to match 50% of the cost of the project. In the future, the 
Broadway Board plans to work with the City of Rock Island on more permanent historical signage to mark the 
boundaries of Broadway. If you have additional ideas for projects you would like to see in Broadway or would otherwise 
like to get involved, please contact us at president@broadwaydistrict.org. 

We would like to extend a special thanks to Brian Hollenbeck from Economic Growth Corporation, Miles Brainard and 
Luke van Landegen from the Rock Island City government (planning and public works), Dylan Parker (5th Ward 
Alderman), and Eric Westphall of MidAmerican Energy for supporting this project. 

Our Historic Street Signs…. 

In 2017 the Broadway Board allocated funds to install new 
vintage-inspired street signage to demarcate the 
neighborhood and highlight the historic names of our 
streets. Unfortunately, some off these signs were not 
finished correctly and have not weathered well. The 
Broadway Board is coordinating with the City of Rock 
Island to have these signs replaced with new signs with 
the proper protective coating. Please let us know if you 
see any in need of replacement by contacting our email, 
president@broadwaydistrict.org or posting to Nextdoor. 



	

	

Broadway Beautification Award Winners		
The Broadway Beautification Committee recognizes homeowners who have made significant improvements to their 
properties. Neighbors nominate candidates for the award based on improvements to the exterior of homes, 
landscapes and hardscapes. Factors considered include complexity of the project, historical appropriateness, 
completeness and overall curb appeal. The Board presents winners with a certificate of recognition and $50!  

Hats off to those homeowners who invest in our Broadway neighborhood. 

1033 20th Street 1710 Lincoln Court 
541 23rd Street 

1710 Lincoln Court              
The Channon House 

Owner: Diane von Dresky 

Awarded for continual upkeep 
and maintenance including 
exterior painting and a new 
roof. This beautiful residence 
was featured on the 2018 
Mother’s Day tour. 

541 23rd Street                          
The Davis House 

Owners: John Ruckauf and 
Kathy Wahlgren-Ruckauf 

Awarded for recreating the 
ornamental brackets and 
decorative iron roof cresting. 

1033 20th Street                          
The Cowden House 

Owner: Nicole Watson Lam 

Awarded for exterior painting 
and installation of a fence. 

The Broadway Historic District Association hosts monthly Cash Mobs at Rock Island establishments to support our 
local businesses and provide an opportunity for neighbors to get together. Anyone outside of Broadway is very 
welcome and encouraged to attend as well. See page one of this newsletter for upcoming dates and locations.  

Hope to see you at a Cash Mob soon! 



	

	

Come Join Us at the Fall Clean-Up! 
Our annual Fall Clean-Up is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 14th at 9:00 a.m. It will start at the Wagner 
House, 904 23rd Street. Neighborhood volunteers will 
be meeting outside by the garage and will be served a 
homemade, hot breakfast before the clean-up!  
 
Each year, the Broadway Board hosts a Fall and Spring 
Clean-Up to do our part to keep our neighborhood and 
city beautiful. According to the Keep America Beautiful 
website, summer is the highest litter generation season, 
so let’s take advantage during this nice Fall weather 
and ensure our neighborhood and city look their best.  
 
Keep Rock Island Beautiful will provide grabbers and 
other equipment. Bring your kids too and make it a 
family event! We will also give away Broadway Pride 
signs to any volunteers that would like to display their 
Broadway pride in their yard. Even if you can’t make 
our scheduled clean-up, we encourage you to regularly 
clean up litter on your street and throughout the 
neighborhood. Litter is one of the biggest deterrents for 
homebuyers, so let’s all work together and help 
encourage future homeowners to invest in Broadway by 
keeping our neighborhood clean! 

Broadway Picnic Potluck 
	

Neighbors gathered at the historic Hauberg mansion 
on Saturday, August 3, to enjoy friendship, food and 
fun. And, oh what fun did everyone have! The kids in 
attendance especially enjoyed the ‘Sweets Stroll’ in 
which baked goods were the prizes! It was quite the 
battle over certain donated sweets.  
 
The Hauberg mansion was the perfect setting to enjoy 
the potluck lunch, to catch up with neighbors and to 
meet new Rock Island residents. Beautiful flowers 
decorating the tables were freshly picked and 
arranged from the gardens of Joan Trame and Diane 
von Dresky. What a pretty display! 
 
Special thanks to the Picnic Potluck Committee:  
Jody Zwiefel, Bridget Ehrmann, Diane von Dresky, 
Joan Trame, Janice Welch, Colleen Vollman and 
Megan Quinn.  

Spring Clean-Up Crew 

BHDA President, Bridget Ehrmann welcomes 
attendees and provides a neighborhood update. 

Sweets 
Stroll 

participants 
and 

delicious 
prizes! 



	

	

Welcome New 
Neighbors! 

Greetings, my name is 
Joshua Shomo. My 
family and I live at 1030 
20th Street. I am a 
member of the Board’s 
Welcome Committee.  

The Welcome 
Committee is 
responsible for making 
personal introductions to 
new members of the 
neighborhood as well as 
to deliver gift bags that 
contain lots of goodies 
and useful information 
about our neighborhood, 
our community and the 
Broadway Historic 
District Association.  

If you know of someone 
who is new to the 
neighborhood but has 
not yet been officially 
welcomed, please 
contact me with all the 
details. 

Though I have already 
had the chance to meet 
our newest neighbors, I 
thought this would be a 
great opportunity to 
introduce them to you.  

So, let me introduce you 
to two great new 
Broadway neighborhood 
families…. 

 
The Moore family moved to the Quad Cities about four years ago from Nebraska. Having 
previously lived in Moline, they purchased their Broadway home in May. They were drawn 
to Broadway by the spacious homes, beautiful woodwork and carpentry within, and 
outdoor amenities nearby. Scott and Hannah, along with their five children: Calvin, 
Shalom, Sibusisiwe, Charis, and Micaiah enjoy many outdoor activities such as biking, 
disc golf, hiking and walking trips to the library. What they love most about Broadway is its 
close proximity to the river and river trails as well as being near several parks and 
downtown amenities like the library. When they aren’t reading or exploring the local trails, 
the Moore family enjoys taking in a River Bandits’ game, visiting local festivals, or doing 
anything on the river. 
 
Both Scott and Hannah are closely connected to their church, First Free of Moline. Scott is 
the church’s pastor and Hannah is a volunteer at the church working with youths from 6th 
grade to college. Along with her volunteer activities, Hannah home schools all of her 
children. Besides working diligently at school, all of the children are involved in musical 
activities. Even Scott gets in on the act, playing trombone in the church orchestra.  
 
The Moores have replaced the gutters, soffits and fascia on their home. They have also 
recently removed the carpet in the dining room to reveal the original hardwood floors 
beneath. In the future Hannah says they are planning to renovate the front porch and 
façade, along with the some minor foundation work.  
 
I am so glad to call the Moore family my neighbors. I hope you too will get a chance to 
meet them, possibly at the library or walking together along the river trail. 

The Moore Family, 1025 20th Street 



	

	

“I am no stranger to the Quad Cities but I've only been a Broadway resident for just a few months. My affinity for 
this wonderful neighborhood and dream of one day living here started more than a decade ago. During my first 
career as a TV news reporter at WHBF, I lived in Sala Flats and would frequently walk through the Broadway 
Historic District. It was during those walks I fell in love with the beautiful homes here and the eclectic friendly 
neighbors. I knew then that one day I would like to be a part of this neighborhood where people truly cared about 
each other and the rich history in the homes in which they lived.  
 
I am currently renting the first floor apartment at 1030 21st Street with hopes to buy as soon as the right gem hits 
the market. As soon as I started renting I began researching my home. The second I stepped foot inside I was 
instantly drawn to the original woodwork, original pocket doors, high ceilings and ornate fireplace. It was through 
research and the help and direction of Diane Oestreich that I discovered my home was originally built as a single 
story home and the second story was added on, not as a second story addition for a single family home, but as an 
apartment as it still remains today. I thoroughly enjoyed digging in to learn more about the families who have lived 
here.  
 
I could go on and on about my home but here's a little about me, I live here with my two daughters, Ren (6) and 
Elliette (4). I am the Director of Alumni Engagement and Annual Giving at Palmer College of Chiropractic. When I 
am not traveling for work you can most likely find me on my front porch, one of my favorite features of my home. I 
love the outdoors, hiking, drawing and gardening. I will also add I am an antique collector and thoroughly enjoy 
estate sales. I am proud to say I am a new member to the Broadway Historic District Board! I am always up for a 
chat to meet new neighbors and am looking forward to meeting you.” 
 

More New Neighbors To Welcome:  
 
I had planned to write this next introduction myself, but our next neighbor is far more eloquent than I am. So, here is 
an introduction to new neighbor, Liz Nolte, in her own words: 



	

	

	

In March 2019 our beloved neighbor, Bill Rowand, lost his battle with cancer. We lost 
a friend, a neighbor, a former board member and a preservationist who was 
passionate about restoration in Broadway. Bill embodied the spirit of preservation and 
volunteerism for which our neighborhood is known, so the Board decided to create an 
annual award to honor his life and accomplishments. The Broadway Beautification 
Committee, on behalf of the Broadway Board, administers the Bill Rowand Memorial 
Restoration Award. Each year up to $500 will be allocated for interior and exterior 
restoration projects taking place in the neighborhood. This award is intended to 
complement the existing Broadway-initiated and nationally famed “Great Unveiling,” 
where inappropriate modern siding is removed from historic homes.  

The Bill Rowand Memorial Restoration Award celebrates the history and 
craftsmanship of the homes in the Broadway Historic District and encourages the 
spirit and ethic of historic preservation. Both the property and the owners must be in 
the boundaries of the District. More information about the award and application 
criteria can be found on our website (www.broadwaydistrict.org/rowand-restoration-
award) or by contacting us at president@broadwaydistrict.org. An additional $500 
award is offered each year to any household willing to host a Great Unveiling to 
remove modern siding from their home. 

Application Submissions Due October 15, 2019 

Broadway’s trivia night fundraiser was a success! Friends and neighbors gathered on April 12th at the Rock Island 
Holiday Inn, enjoying food, fun and musical themed trivia provided by Think & Drink Entertainment.  

Our generous sponsors provided prizes for the first place team and excellent door prizes.  

Sponsors included: Rock Island Parks and Recreation, El Patron Mexican Restaurant, Cool Beanz Coffeehouse, City 
Limits Saloon and Grill, Wild Cherry Spoon Co., WAKE Brewing, MidAmerican Energy Company, Leo’s South Park 
Bakery and Mellow Blue Planet Comics & Collectibles. 

We’d like to thank everyone who attended and for supporting Broadway fundraising events! 


