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W elcome to the Broadway Historic District!  We are thrilled you 
have chosen to purchase a home in the neighborhood, and make 

an investment in preserving the history of Rock Island.  The gratification 
that comes from restoring, preserving and maintaining an old home, and 
being a part of a collective effort to keep our architectural history alive is 
well worth it.  You’ll find a true sense of community in Broadway, as 
many of us share this common goal.   
 With any home, regular maintenance is important to avoid major 
expense or repairs later.  But there are unique issues that come with our 
older homes, and this booklet will help with some of this.  While not all-
encompassing, we hope it provides some basic, useful information to 
help you, whether you are handy and interested in doing all the work 
yourself, or someone who hires it out. 
 There are plenty of resources online, but the best resources are your 
fellow homeowners in Broadway.  Many have years, if not decades, of 
experience in preservation and maintenance.  They would be more than 
glad to lend advice or a hand in many cases.  If you are not sure where to 
start, go to our website, broadwaydistrict.org, and contact a member of 
the Association Board.   
 We are all in this together—welcome to the neighborhood!  
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National Register of Historic Places 
 
 Broadway was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1998.  As defined by the National Park Service, “The National Register 
of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy 
of preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is 
part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private 
efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources.” 
 There is plenty of confusion however, about what this means to you 
in a practical sense.  While the goal of Broadway Historic District is to 
encourage preservation of our 580+ homes, there are technically no 
restrictions on what you can do to the exterior of your home.  Other than 
getting the proper building permits when required, you do not need any 
special permissions or authorization on any changes to your home.  There 
can be financial incentives to rehabilitate your home to historic standards.  
One of these is the property tax assessment freeze program.   
 The program can freeze the assessed value of a home when historic 
improvements are made that would normally raise the value. 
This program is administered free of charge as a benefit to Illinois 
property owners interested in rehabilitating their historic homes.  Go to 
http://www.illinois.gov/ihpa/Preserve/Pages/taxfreeze.aspx for more 
information on this program. 
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Local Landmark Designation 
 
 Many homes in the Broadway Historic District have been designated 
as Local Landmarks.  This designation carries special recognition as well 
as restrictions on exterior changes to your home. 
 Local Landmarks are approved by the City’s Historic Preservation 
Commission.  There are over 40 homes with this designation in Rock 
Island, and we have one Local Historic District—Highland Park—
located between 16th and 18th Avenues, and 20th and 22nd Streets. 
 If you own a Local Landmark, any changes to the exterior of your 
home are reviewed by the Preservation Commission.  There are some 
exceptions, such as “replacement in kind” repairs, i.e. replacing an 
asphalt roof with new asphalt shingles.  The Commission does not 
regulate color, so you are free to paint your home in whatever palette you 
choose.  There are many online resources available to help choose 
historic paint colors.   
 Other changes trigger a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) review 
by the Commission.  The COA process only applies to the exterior of 
your home, and not the interior.  Changes are approved on a regular 
basis. The Commission reviews the proposed changes to make sure they 
are sensitive and compatible with the character of your home, in order to 
maintain the original sense of style and place.   
 Local Landmark designation is recorded with the deed to your home, 
so it is carried from owner to owner.  When purchasing your home, this 
status should show up with the title search.  For a complete listing of 
local landmarks, the Preservation Ordinance, and other information about 
Historic Preservation in Rock Island, visit the city’s website at http://
rigov.org/index.aspx?nid=90, and search for Historic Preservation. 



5 

 

 If you are looking for contractors for repairs or work needed on your 
home, renovateqc.org is an excellent resource.  Created by the Rock 
Island Preservation Commission, and maintained by the Rock Island 
Preservation Society, this website helps homeowners find good 
contractors and advice for all sorts of work.  Find reviews of contractors,  
articles of interest, and much more on this site.  Contractors cannot pay 
to be listed on the site, and must be recommended by someone.  Check it 
out as your first stop when searching for a local contractor.   
 The next best resource is of course to ask your neighbors or fellow 
residents.  Who would they recommend?  Most are more than glad to 
share their experiences.  You can also post a query on NextDoor, or 
Facebook.   
 For a good overview on Historic Preservation, we recommend this 
page from the National Trust for Historic Preservation: 
http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm 
  

Establishing a Home Maintenance Budget 
 
 Perhaps the most critical part of home maintenance, whether your 
home is old or new, is budgeting for repairs—whether it’s a new roof, 
furnace or boiler, cutting down a dead tree, or smaller items like a water 
heater, gutters, appliances, or even a kitchen faucet.  And of course, 
painting your house can be expensive.   
 It’s important to set aside money each month in a reserve fund for 
these repairs and maintenance.  If you keep on top of these items, large 
and small, you will save money in the end, and more importantly, 
preserve the beauty and value of your home.  While we know it’s not 
always easy, a budget is essential to preserve your home. 

Finding a Contractor 
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Home Maintenance Checklist 
 
□  Replacing Furnace Filters 
 

□ Boiler Maintenance/Bleeding your Radiators 
 

□ Exterior Painting 
 

□ Cleaning your Gutters 
 

□ Window Repair—Reglazing, and Replacing Sash Cords 
 

□ Front Door Preservation 
 

□ Garage Door Maintenance 
 

□ Air Conditioning Maintenance 
 
 
 

Useful Links 
 
City of Rock Island Residential Design Guidelines:  
http://rigov.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1105 
 
Interactive Map of Local Landmark and National Register Properties: 
http://rigov.org/index.aspx?NID=1334 
 
Resources Page from the Broadway Historic District Website: 
http://broadwaydistrict.org/restoration.php 
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Replacing your Furnace Filters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If your house has a forced-air system, one of the simplest but most 
important maintenance items you can perform on your own is changing 
the filters.  A dirty air filter causes your furnace to work harder, resulting 
in a much shorter life span and expensive repairs.  A clean air filter 
ensures that first, you will have cleaner air circulating in your home, and 
also that your furnace will work efficiently, lowering your overall 
heating costs. 
 Your owner’s manual should tell you how often to check and replace 
your filters.  You can purchase filters at any home improvement or 
hardware store.  Usually it is as simple as removing a small door from 
the furnace or duct, sliding out the old filter, and sliding in the new.  
Make sure you have the directional arrows facing the right way for 
airflow.  Filters are a simple and cheap maintenance item, but one that is 
very important.  
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Radiator  
Maintenance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Many of Broadway’s homes that have hot water or steam heat have 
their original radiators in place.  They provide great heating in the 
winter.  Just as with a forced-air furnace, you will want to maintain your 
boiler in good working order.  It’s a good idea to have a qualified 
contractor inspect your system at least every other year, if not annually.  
They can clean and maintain the unit to make sure it stays efficient and 
reliable.   
 If your radiators are not providing adequate heat, they may need to be 
“bled.”  Sometimes air pockets can form, and water does not fill the 
entire radiator as a result.  You can tell this easily by simply feeling the 
radiator while the heat is on.  If the top of the radiator is cool, or not all 
the fins are hot, you will want to bleed the radiator.  This is a simple 
process, but you will need a radiator key, shown above.  You can 
purchase them at any local hardware store.  Make sure to have a towel 
handy to catch any drips.  Simply turn the valve counter-clockwise to 
open it, and the radiator will begin filling with water.  Once filled, water 
will start squirting out, so have a towel handy.  Then simply close the 
valve back up.  If it smells like gas when you first open the valve, this is 
natural.   
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Exterior Painting 
and 
Maintenance 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Preserving your home’s 
painted exterior is critical in 
maintaining the original 

architectural style and character, and in turn, our wonderful historic 
district.  If done properly, a good paint job can last for 10, 15, or even 20 
years, with minor maintenance.  Maintaining the original exterior has 
also been shown in most cases to increase or retain the value of your 
home much more than artificial siding will.  So where to start? 
 We are discussing wood-siding in this section, which is the primary 
siding for the vast majority of homes in Broadway.  If you have brick or 
stucco, you can find useful information on contractors on renovateqc.org.   
 Whether you aim to do the work yourself or hire a contractor, 
preparation is key.  To get the absolute best result, it is recommended to 
remove the paint down to the bare wood, especially, if there are multiple 
layers of paint on your house.  At the very minimum, you MUST do a 
good job scraping ALL loose paint off, and sanding any bare spots.  
Invest in a good CARBIDE scraper, as they will last much longer than a 
cheap steel scraper, and do a much better job removing paint.  If you find 
any rotten clapboard or wood, it must be replaced, as rotten wood simply 

won’t hold paint.  If 
wood needs replacing, 
cedar or reclaimed 
southern yellow pine are 
recommended for their 
durability.  Green-
treated wood can often 
shrink or warp. 
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 There’s a trick some of us have discovered to help with extremely dry 
wood that has been exposed for some time.  Mix a 50/50 portion of 
boiled linseed oil and mineral spirits.  After sanding the bare wood and 
cleaning, brush on this mixture and let dry for a week or so.  It will help 
add some moisture to the wood, which will help paint adhere.  If the 
wood is too dry, it will not be able to hold paint, and your paint will start 
peeling in a short period of time. 
 If using traditional paint, we recommend a good oil-based primer for 
bare wood, before two coats of latex paint.  You might have to go to Iowa 
to get oil-based products, as they have been banned in Illinois.  There are 
also good quality latex paints with paint and 
primer in one that you might consider.  
Don’t go with the cheapest paint, but buy a 
good quality paint.  You will be thankful in 
the end.   
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 If you want to remove all paint down to the bare wood, there are 
several tools that can make this job go much faster and easier.  There is 
the “Paint Shaver” and Porter Cable paint remover.  These use carbide 
tips or sanding discs on a rotating tool to grind paint off.  You might also 
consider the “Silent Paint Remover,” which uses infrared heat to loosen 
the paint, and then you can scrape it off.  Several of us in the 
neighborhood have even found instructions to make your own infrared 
paint remover at a fraction of the cost.  Of course, using a heat gun such 
as this can be a fire hazard.  Make sure to always have water on hand and 
a small fire extinguisher, and BE CAREFUL.   
 Check annually for any peeling paint  and bare spots.  Touch up these 
areas with primer and paint before a full repainting job is required.   If 
hiring a contractor, check out renovateqc.org, or ask your neighbors who 
they recommend.  A good paint job is well worth the investment, both  
financially and aesthetically. 
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Window Repair 
 
 Windows are a critical component of 
your home, and maintaining the original 
windows is cost efficient, preservation-
minded, eco-friendly, and rewarding.  
Replacement windows can be advertised 
as more energy efficient, but from a true 
cost perspective, study after study shows 
you will never save enough in energy 
bills to offset the cost of the windows.  
Plus, the lifespan of today’s 
“replacement” windows can be just 15 or 
20 years, meaning you will be replacing 
them sooner than you may think. 
 You are much better off restoring original windows, and adding good 
storm windows to your home.  Many home improvement centers offer 
custom aluminum storms.  Wood storm windows—even combination 
storm/screens—are available for much lower cost than replacement 
windows. 
 From an aesthetic standpoint, both interior and exterior, your 

windows are an important part of  
historic homes.  Plenty of videos or 
tutorials provide steps on reglazing 
wood windows, but here are a few 
pointers. 
 1. Check all your windows to see if 
the glazing that forms a seal against 
the glass is intact and in good shape.  
Is it cracked?  Are chunks missing?  If 
the glazing is 

in bad shape, this is the primary source of drafts 
and energy loss.  Often windows on the south 
side of your home will be in the worst shape due 
to the sun exposure.  If the glazing is in bad 
shape, remove the sashes to reglaze your 
windows.   
 2.  Remove the “stops” holding the bottom 
sash in place along the side of each window.    
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Gently pry these off, or remove 
the screws.  Take out the bottom 
sash.  Remove the sash cord at 
this time also, you will replace it 
with new cord later.   
 3.  There is another wood stop 
between the top and bottom sash 
on each side of the window.  
Getting this stop out can be tricky, 
especially in the middle.  Use a 

putty knife and/or pry bar to remove this.  If it breaks, this is a fairly 
simple piece to make, as almost all are simple 1/2” width by 3/4” wide 
pieces of stock, or purchase at a lumber 
yard.  After removing the middle stop, 
you can pull down the top sash and then 
remove it also.  They are often painted 
into place, so you may need to work a 
little to break this seal to get it removed.   
 4.  After both sashes are removed, 
find a good workbench or table.  With a 
chisel or putty knife, remove the putty.  
You may need a heat gun to soften the 
putty to be able to remove it, but be careful to use a shield so as not to 
break the glass.  Once the putty is removed, remove any glazing points 
holding the glass in place.  There are usually 3 or 4 per side.  Now gently 
remove the glass. 
 5.  Scrape the sides and bottom of the rabbet clean.  Also remove all 
the paint on the outside of the window with a good scraper, or heat gun.  
As always, take precaution, as you likely will be dealing with lead paint.   
 6.  Seal or oil prime the rabbet where the glass will sit, before setting 
in the new glass.  Clean the glass, including removing paint with a razor 
blade.  “Bed” the glass in the glazing compound before setting it in 
place.  Another option is to use latex/acrylic caulk.  One advantage of 

this is you can choose a color than 
matches the interior color of your 
windows (brown, tan, etc).  Run a bead 
of caulk around the bottom edge of the 
rabbit, and then set the window in place.  
Gently push down to form a tight seal.  
Install glazing points along each edge, at 
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least 3 per side.  Be careful not to press to hard down on the glass, as you 
may break it. 
 7.  If using caulk for the bedding 
material, let it cure overnight.  Then you 
are ready to glaze.  You can purchase 
glazing compound any almost any 
hardware store or home improvement 
center.  Dap 33 degree, or UGL Glazol  are 
the two most common brands.  You will 
need the compound and a glazing knife.  
Remove the compound from the can and 
roll it around in your hands for a few 
minutes to warm it up and make it more 
flexible.  Then take a portion and roll it 
between your hands into a worm shape.  Place this along the edge of the 

window on the first side.  Take your 
putty knife and push the compound into 
place along the edge, removing excess.  
Finally, start at one end, and pull the 
putty knife along the bead to form a 
nice bevel.  You may have to do this a 
few times to the final shape, removing 
a little more with each run.  Ideally, 
you don’t want to see the compound 
from the inside of the window, so 
check the view from the other side to 
see if you have accomplished this.  
Follow this process for all four sides. 

 8.  Let the compound cure for a few days—read the instructions—and 
then paint.  Let the paint also cure a few days, before reinstalling. 
 Repairing your windows can be a tedious process, but it is very 
rewarding, and will save you a lot of money.  As stated earlier, you can 
find tutorials or videos online to make this process easier to understand.   
 Here are some links to online tutorials or videos to help you: 
 

http://www.thisoldhouse.com/toh/how-to/intro/0,,20052038,00.html 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlrqpL0LtNE 
 

http://www.familyhandyman.com/windows/repair/how-to-glaze-a-
window-single-pane/view-all 
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 Cleaning and 
Maintaining 
Gutters and 
Downspouts 
 
 
 Gutters are a critical, and 
often overlooked, component 
of a home.  Their maintenance 
is often forgotten as well.  
Gutters help carry water away 
from your home, which can prevent water damage or flooding, and even 
damage the siding or foundation. 
 Gutters should remain clear of leaves and debris.  If clogged with 
debris, gutters can overflow, as water cannot make it to the downspout. 
Also, standing water adds a lot of weight to gutters, and this can cause 
them to pull away from the house.  Water can then get behind the gutters, 
and damage the fascia board behind the gutter.  In winter, ice will form if 
water cannot escape, and the weight could cause the gutters to break, or 
ice will get behind the gutter, and cause damage to your fascia board. 
 There is no simple way to do this task, other than hauling out a ladder 
and getting up there, or hiring a service.  There are also products to keep 
gutters clean, but be sure to investigate claims thoroughly.   
 Cleaning your gutters regularly will prevent sediment from forming 
on the bottom, adding more weight, and allowing weeds to begin 
growing. 

 Make sure downspouts 
have extensions to carry water 
well away from your 
foundation.  Many residents 
use rain barrels to collect 
rainwater for gardening.   
 If gutters are leaking—the 
corners are often where this 
will occur— there are good 
contractors who can repair this.  
Check out renovateqc.org for 
recommendations.   
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Front Doors 
 
 
 The front door should not be 
overlooked as a critical component in 
maintaining the historic character of your 
home.  While it may be tempting to replace 
your door with a new insulated door from a 
home improvement center, there are other 
options available. 
 First, if the door is in good shape, but 
leaks around the edges, purchase weather 
stripping to help seal these leaks.  Home 
improvement centers offer various styles, 
ranging in quality and price.  Most are very 
easy to install.  You can also purchase 
weather stripping, or a sweep, for the 
bottom of your door to cover this gap. 
 Second, consider installing a storm 
door.  Wood storms were not uncommon on many homes.  Look for 
photos, or ask for assistance to find the style that might be appropriate for 
your house. 

 Finally, if the door is beyond repair, 
look at a local salvage shop for a used 
door that might fit the period of time 
for your home.  Habitat ReStore in 
Davenport, or the Architectural Rescue  
Shop on Gaines and 8th Street in 
Davenport are two great examples.  
Even though your home is historic, 
many doors are a common width (32” 
or 36”).  Even if the precise size is not 
available, it may be possible to modify 
a historic door to fit.  It might take 
some work to repair or paint a door, 
but it is well worth it to maintain the 
character of your home! 
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Garage Door Maintenance 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The best thing to do here is to make sure your door remains 
lubricated properly.  You can purchase garage door lubricant at any home 
improvement center.  Spray this regularly along the rollers, hinges, and 
tracks.   
 If you notice the door is having issues—one side starts opening 
crooked, the door panels flexing once in the up position, or anything that 
seems amiss, it is best to call for repairs right away, or attempt to fix the 
issue right 
away 
yourself.  If 
not, your 
door could 
come out of 
it’s tracks, 
and cause 
much more 
expensive 
damage to 
the door 
itself or the 
track. 
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Air Conditioning Maintenance 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Whether you are lucky enough to have central air, or use window 
units, the best thing you can do to maintain your air conditioners is to 
regularly clean them.  Especially if you have an outside condenser unit, 
cleaning the fins is critical to both the efficiency and life span of our AC 
unit.  Clogged fins make the AC unit work harder, and therefore will 
shorten it’s lifespan.  To clean an outside unit, simply wash with a hose, 
or use a brush if needed.  Just be careful to not bend any of the “fins.”  
The unit uses these to disburse the hot air being eliminated from your 
house, and they should remain separated and in good shape.  If you bend 
or damage these fins, you can purchase a fin comb to straighten them 
back out.  These come in various 
sizes. 
 Check the insulation around the 
copper pipe entering your home.  If 
damaged, make sure to replace it to 
keep it operating efficiently.  Make 
sure where the pipe enters the home 
is sealed to prevent vermin from 
entering.  Re-caulk if needed. 
 And as always, it is a good idea 
to have a licensed technician come 
and maintain your exterior unit 
every few years to keep it in peak working order.  Landscaping can be a 
great way to shield the condenser from public view, but be sure nothing 
is too close that it prevents proper airflow. 
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The Great Unveiling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The "Great Unveiling," organized by the Broadway Historic District 
Association, is now a nationally recognized program. Typically, 30 to 
50 neighborhood volunteers pitch in to tear, pry, and pull unoriginal 
artificial siding off houses to reveal beautiful architectural details 
beneath.  
 Aluminum, vinyl, steel, asphalt shingle, transite, fake brick 
composite, and even Permastone have been removed to expose original 
wood clapboard, friezes, decorative shingles, and other unique examples 
of quality nineteenth-century craftsmanship. The refuse is sorted and 
either recycled or carted away, and the homeowners are sometimes left 
with a check from recycling scrap to help defray some costs of fixing/
restoring the newly revealed original siding. 
 More than 50 homes have benefited from the "unveiling" process. In 
a historic district, such unveiling projects benefit not just the property 
owner but the street, the neighborhood historic district as a whole and 
homeowners' own individual property values. 
 If you’re interested in learning more about unveiling your home, 
contact the Broadway Historic District Association Board at 
broadwayhistoric@gmail.com.   
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Broadway Historic District Association Board 
The Broadway Historic District Board is comprised of nine members elected by popular 
vote at the Board meeting each October. Each term runs for three years, beginning with 
the November meeting after each election. Members may run again after their second, 
three-year term expires after being off the Board for one year. 

Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 5362 
Rock Island, IL  61204-5362 

broadwayhistoric@gmail.com 
broadwaydistrict.org 

Initial printing of this booklet proudly sponsored by 

Beginning and Ending with You! 


